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and by messages from him., Mary, and the Spanish ambassador,
warning them not to rise.

Sussex was for letting well alone, but Elizabeth could not
allow sedition to breed and gather renewed confidence from her
inactivity. If trouble was to come, better now than at a later
time, more propitious for the enemy. She therefore summoned
the two northern earls to Court. As the messenger left Topcliff
after delivering the Queen's command to Northumberland, the
bells of the village were rung backwards, and when he inquired
the reason, his guide sighed and answered that he was afraid it
was to raise the country. Treason was a dreadful word to men
of lineage and property, and gladly would the two Earls have
drawn out of the enterprise. But their hot-headed friends an4
followers were there to persuade, nay compel them; and their
wives, too. sWe and our country were shamed for ever/ my
Lady of Westmorland exclaimed, weeping bitterly,c that now in
the end we should seek holes to creep into'. A servant told
Northumberland that he could not choose but proceed.* Then,'
answered he, eif it be so, have with you!' Old Richard Norton
was there, with his reverend grey head; a man of seventy-one,
sheriff of Yorkshire, one of the Council in the North, and
Governor of Norham Castle. He bore the cross and a banner on
which were painted the five wounds of Christ - an echo of far-off
days and the Pilgrimage of Grace. Seven of his eleven sons rose
with him,

...the inly-working North

Was ripe to send Its thousands forth>,

A potent vassalage, to fight

'I/; Percy's and in Neville's right.

On 14 November the rebels entered Durham Cathedral, tore
up the Bible and other books, cast down the communion-table,
erected two altars which had lain hidden these many years, and
restored the Mass. Elsewhere the people did the same. Altars
and holy-water stoups came out from the dung-hills and other
hiding places, and Protestant books went up in a holocaust:
*Lo, where the homilies flee to the devil! *